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Erie-Cattaraugus Rail Trail, Inc. Awarded Two Grants from Parks and Trails New York

Technical assistance and grant money will help trail organization’s community outreach

Erie Cattaraugus Rail Trail (ECRT) is one of five organizations to receive Parks and Trails New York (PTNY) Technical Assistance Grant as part of a Healthy Trails, Healthy People statewide program.  This program is aimed at helping New Yorkers develop more active communities and lifestyles by utilizing multi-use trails.  Through this grant, PTNY is providing development and programming assistance to ECRT in their efforts to generate greater public support for the state’s acquisition of 27 miles of former rail bed for trail development between Orchard Park and Ashford.  As part of the grant, researchers at the SUNY Albany School of Public Health Prevention Research Center will conduct a Health Impact Assessment of the ECRT community. 

In January 2010, ECRT became one of nine organizations to receive a PTNY Capacity Building Grant.  This $1300 award is designed to increase organizational visibility, generate community support, grow membership and attract volunteers. Capacity grants are given to strengthen the work non-profit park and trail organizations like ECRT within New York State.

Erie-Cattaraugus Rail Trail is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit organization dedicated to preserving and rail-banking 27 miles of former rail line connecting Erie and Cattaraugus counties, converting it to a multi-use recreational trail.  Currently, this former Buffalo-Pittsburgh rail corridor has been abandoned with most of the rails and ties removed.  Still owned by the railroad, the New York State Department of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation is negotiating for its purchase as a linear park.  Erie County --  and more specifically the south towns --  has been identified as an under-served region in New York State for trail and greenway development.  

Parks and Trails New York is the leading statewide advocate for parks and trails, dedicated since 1985 to improving the health and quality of life of all New Yorkers by working to promote and protect greenways and trails.  Since 2004, Parks and Trails New York has assisted 27 communities in 25 counties with trail development, representing 144 miles of future public trails.

For information on Erie Cattaraugus Rail Trail, Inc., its activities and membership, visit www.ecattrail.org. 
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